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inſpiration of the Sacred Scripture. 1 
foal "not. go about to" inform my ſelf of 
the —_ _ the Author had 
in ' &8 Wo injarions 10 
Scriptare - Arne hen ary to 
prevems the #pil Conſequences # op 4 
1003 Bok.  Monfresr Wictius of 

t, and My. Lowth, 4 Divixe of 
Orford, Faker Simon, and Father Le 
Vaſſbur have of prom Anſwers to it 
whith I" hve read. But in regard it 
r Ads 
ep, and not to handlz 
1Ob8 oat bv ' oughly ; there tis there- 
fore' Pill row beft for 4 new manages 
ment of it. The Engliſh Divine in 
dtd bn wy Opinion hat gone ſomewhat 
farther than the reff 4 but 7 ſhall rake 
rhe tiberay ts ſay, that br might hav? 
boile the ation of the Holy Wri- 
fimg.s upon” berter foundations : that he 


has nov 0 a he th hv the nas 


fave of it as be have done, and 
thay be tow emu d to advance forne 
thing'd, which in" my | , need 4 
gas det of foftming. 7 hope he will be 
Plea dro pur downs the Fapreffion,wnboor 


which # coli nnt be ablev0 juſt iffe wy De» 
_ B a fg» 


The:Profices”! 
fren of writing after him. In-his Preface 
he acknowleages that the matter i nice 
and new ; and after he has befought the. 
Readers not to cenſure him, as if he in- 
tended to betray the 'cauſe which he de- 
, he invites them to wphold it 
themſebues. Atcording to this Invita« 
_ f ny Erample el ere arder to 


the ſame Subjett, the Publick will be 
oblig'dto me for it." 1 be well ſas 
tisfied with my weak —_— 

ded they may ) Hive occafion to the 


been afſ+ nd 
twill be found that Theve tied, wy ſelf 
to confider hey Writings of the New 
Teſtament : 4 
the Books of the Old Teſtament, with- 
out cutting out t00 much work for my 
ſelf ; ſs Fl _—_ m_ —- pr wer 
mot we realiſes, ey 
in matter of Divinity. The 
wo =y accommodate my ſelf to the Palate 
e Age, 7was cnfirs bo ſhorten 
my Subject, After ' T had taken this 
Reſolacieh, # wat no difienlt thing = 


re Was mo with 
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The. Preface. 

me to chuſe which: of the two. Parts. of 
Scripture #t behov/d me to handle : Sa 
that I determind in favour of the New 
TG; as _ that Part upon 
ich there has leaſt been ſaid. We have 
ſeveral Books in defence of the Inſpira- 
tiow of "the Prophets \ and their Wri- 
tings, becauſe ap have been ſo often 
attacqud. But the Writers of the New 
Teſtament having peaceably enjoy d the 
Flonour pay'd them by. the uninterrupt- 
ed belief of their Inſpiration, Authors 
have not made it ſo much their Buſineſs 
te examine . the nature of it; or if any 
Libertine has attempted to contcſt it 
with them, they heve \altogether relied 
upon the belief which the Church has had 
of it from time to time. v4 

\ Befides this 1 1 may, ſay, that by main- 


taining. the . New Teftament 1 defend 


the. Old :: The Apoſtles have given ſuch 
honourable. Teſtimonials of the Writings 
of the Prophets, that mo Man can bet- 
ter majntain their honour than by dt- 

rating. that Men inſpir'd by the 
yy, have given. Teſtimony. to 
t 


But the chief Reaſon which made 
me chuſe to defend the Writings of the: 
New Teſtament is this; becauſe it is 
&1T B 3 properly 
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_ The Preface. 


the Book eng (Rs 
It is our F to: 
xg ror: of te Þ +.: there 
are to be Few thoſs'Or OA. 
compliſhment of which us - of | 
Conſequence 3 Goſpel; | Rae 
cath Ran 
nificent 
Mn, on and dramn 
Iaſtraftions effetina/ for th: Sandlifi« 
cation of the Heart : all rhelc 
Cn ETD hs 


Leer age Logan | 


to the Writ 
thers it ts, 4 ce ref r meſ 
intent and aft 's from uhence 'it 
#, that be is & odlig'd to recerue 
his Faith elf i y* iv ons 
der 10 put into. a fbats on 
refed ets New T1 4 
Book ohh On biel Lp 
ro A in theſe lator tines. Fe 
tocherifh, as muph as. in wa lics, 
he R Reſpet# whish is due a ct 
eved Book 3 and. to ir from 
being reckoned in the py cn 
? 
be rug 


mon Writings ; for fear 
which it teaches ' ul, 
ape” a 4 Piece of Fm Imormvions 


_- ned 
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The Holy Scriptures Inſpired. 


| , whoſe Names, are affixed to 
'em. *'Tis. that theſe Holy Men 
both ſaw and heard the matters of Fa&t 
which they relate; and which they have 
written with extraordinary Fidelity and 
Sincefity.* . Which- being: quaer 
Work begun 1 15 already, in, or 
wardneſs, that there is No end Coca 6 
entring into the diſcuffion of ſeveral-Dif- 


 ficulties which concern the Queſtion re- 


lating to the APSIRN phal Books. By this 
means alſo we are freed from the trouble 
of -proving that the. Sacted Books were 
written by Men who were Witneſſes of 
en ae 
cain'd in t or 
who themſelves Miracl 


the New mar ac _ 
1H! r 


we bs + 


". 


_— oY aA; _— 


"+51" - wry X 
be able\.to handle this-Quieſtion 
e paing any. certain: Adverlary. 


Eir6r En, EY fo _ wer 
not. ſee it 

lay 'rorrln -Men airy; tomy 

droached ' of my own, for 

'the ex .my. Fancy. : Beſides, chat 

the Seate = 


Queſtion 1s never better un- 
derſtood, then -when it 1s. taken. out of 


diſculs'd. 
\- Eirſt of all, M.N. yt of a Treatiſe 
in "Holland, preſented himſelf 
hes. I 'know no body thac 
aſſail'd the Inſpiration 
of, che —_—_ Books of the New Teſta- 
@ led. the way of the ſame 


Dodobgh, /buc oo was little heed 


a.Syltem, 
which 


xo The Holy Scriptwies Teſpited. 
which I ſhall quote a brief Abſtract, a 
P.281. mear as Ican, in his own words. 1 begi 
Senti- , lays he, with tbe New Tefement, 


; 
q 
c 
ſ 
8 
; 
; 
: 
| 
| 
| 


i, kick a 
rg Wen a chfove * hewiged 


the lesz Sr. Paul's Timothy 
to takes Mark along with him m bis rears 
to bims : the Advice which be gave bim to 
drink Wine ſparingly for bis Stomach's ſake, 
and by reaſon of bis __ Diſt cmpers. 


up boſe Epif les, and the A- 
pocalyps x abſolutely tical, It beboves 
aw to give Credit to theſe Revelations, be- 
cauſe it was Ged who ſent them inumediately 
ts bis Apoſtles. It u alſo cafie to diftn- 
guiſb ſome other Things, which the Apoſt ics 
never propeunded bu; only as Conjettwres. 
Aker M. N has Epitomiz'd his Sy- 
ſtem, he believes he has levell'd che 


way © Heaven, and inſults over our Di P. 234. 


yines, in ſaying,  Thet it ſeems evident. , 
that in regard the new Opinions introduced 
into Religion ſince the death of the Apoitler, 
are not 10 be reciniain'd; inftzad of bei 

advantageous to the Chrift ion Religion, rbey 
ine extreamly prejudicial to. it, There us 


- that 


a 56h EEE a 4a. ca coQocc oy 


$$822 42 23493 
Na 


__ 


Flt 
Dial 


that 
which 


ARR 


x 
Sz 
E391 
SY 


wth pi Take 


Fant 


Bit 
RAR 


ers ap, > vo the Compo- 
m » 

| marks $a work of the 

Holy Ghoſt. 'This is a Refle&tion which 

I defire the Reader to remember, 

when I come to diſcourſe: of the 

Inſpiration of the Sacred Books in Ge- 


neral; |; | . 
. In that ſence that a. N. would have 
os conceive what the New + Teſtament 
1s, it contains many human tho 2: 


formable to: M. |N*s Principles, -He 
ſhall anſwer, 'This is no more than the 


Chapter of the Epiſtle co 
the Hebrews. 


add a third. 


Henceforward there will 


be no longer afy difficulty about any of 


all thoſe 
lieved. There needs 


cles, if M. N. may be be- 


no more than 


to» 


ſay, that St. Paul underſtood not the O- 


T2 


of the Old Teſtament; and chere- 


fore it ſhall be lawful to examine that A- 
poſtle by the Rules of Grammar and Lo- 


The 


Socmians are extremely obliged 


BC. 
to M.N. for helping them to a way to rid 


themſelves of all their 
perplexing Doubts,if they 
are hardy enough to a- 

_ | ——_ 4 
mong ve teſti- 
hed a great reſpe& for 
the Scripture at the ſame 
time that they diſhonour 
it by wreſted Interpre- 
tations: they how- 
ever to believe that ir is 
the Work of God; that 
it 1s inſpir'd in all the 
parts of it ; that it con- 


tains no Contradicion, 
and that there is no re- 
ceding from this Prin- 
ciple, without endangerin 
Religions Now while they 


gebe Cluſn 


Vertog. Prolegom. in N. T. 
c.4. Wherefore the Autho- 
rity of theſe Books is 2s great 
as that of God himſelf, So 
that when we read this Sa- 
cred Volume, or hear it read, 


tha 
NEE 


the holy Scripture be in 
by God, 
cred Writers were as it were 
the Amanuen(es of the Holy 


Ghoſt, 

Vid. ibid. Ptolegom. in N. T. 
£.4. toward the end, , aad in 
2. Matth. v.6. 
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to confirm ſertle Chriſtians 


of the Church; and the Holy Scripture 
when it ſpeaks after a plain and decilive 
manaer. Theſe are the ewo lorts of Proofs 
which I fhall make uſe of, to ſhew that 
Books are inſpic'd. 

L begia wich the Belief of the Prici- 
tive Church, aftec I have given the Rea- 
ewo Admonnions z the one, chat I do 
not undertake wo, drain all the Proots 

are © be found in this Fountain; it 
deſign co conkae my {elf to 
bring the matter to a point of 

100, and to derive my Proofs 
fron the firſt or moſt Primitive Ages of 


lp C4 My 
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to permit 


leasd 
cred 


me to extend to all the 


Books whatever I ſhall orb x ay ough 
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Sa 


REF pals 


i EAR, 


Jy 


ES 


ot of 


be Inſpiration of the 

O rn rol New Teſta- 

' ment, drawn from the wanner after 
which the Ancients ſpe 
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Reafon believe themſelves oblig'd to 
hearing with a devout. Attention. - . 
This Language - no way agrees wit 
M. N's Syſtem, who looks upon the'Sa- 
cred Books as a work purely Human, 
and wherein there are faults which he 
would not pardon Livy, or any other 
prophane fliſtorian. Were I of this Au- 
thars Opinion, I ſhould be dreadfally 
troubled to hear the Chriſtians ſpeak as 
they do of the Holy __ ; I ſhould 
cry out Blafphemy; 'F ſhould never in- 
dure that chey ſhould ſay of the Vaice of 
a mortal man, "tis the Voice of God and 

_ _, l . c 

is to be ſuſpe&ed that XM. N. ſays to 
himſelf , that it is one of thoſe piecesof 
Superſtition which are, ſo rooted in the 
minds of the People, chatir is not ſafe to 
decry them, Bur let him think what he 
pleaſes, the language of the Chriſtians is 
the ſame at this day, as it has been: all a- 
long : © 1n- that particular there has been 
no variation. In the pureſt Ages they 
expreſt themſelves im reference to the 
$55 as we do now. I defie the 
moſt Zealous Difciplesof Mr. N. to deny 
it. Theycannot do it without ſpealing 


. againſt their Conſcrences; or 


without 
ara hs they are altogether ſtran- 

gers t&An - x 
To Foitikie his Proof which 1 draw 
from the Appellations that the Anci- 
ents gaye the Scripture, I chink wy a 
Kak und 
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ET, arte engages: Peace 
is, chat the cannot 

from any ſuperſtitious Aggravation. Ic 
was in ule in the very firſt times when 
Chriſtians ſpoke according to the fimpli- 
City of their Hearts, and when they had 
no leafure to corrupt the Truth by Rhe- 
torick or Superſtition, In that ſame Age 
of Innocence, they call'd the Writings of 
the New Teſtament the Oracles of Hea- 
wen, the Word of God, the Holy Scripture. 
[nn en ee 
prung up from the ption ter 
Ages, when Superſtition extended her 
Empire. I love to ſpeaks, as they ſpoke 
at a time when the Church was a Virgin; 
if I may. be allow'd to make uſe of the 
words ot an Ancient Author. 


| My ſecond Obſervation 1s this; that 
the thus expreliod 
theralelves, . 


ment, as the; New Teſtamene had ho- 
noured the Ancient. LE, my ſelf 
thusz when the Ol4 Teſtament iy cited 
by che-Apoſtles, they uſually call x che 
Scriptare,, without any addition; that 19, 
the Sceriptare:.by way of Excellency ; as 
when Sts Paul, ſpeaking of an Oracle 
dictated: by che Mouth of God himſelf, 


23 


lays, For what ſaith tbe Scraptare , ol Gal.4.30. 


out the Bondwornen and ber Son. And in 


anather places, And the Seripture foreſeging Ga). 3.3, 


that God would juſtifie the Heathen through 
faith, preached before. the Goſpel wnto Abra- 
| | C4 ham, 
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CHA P. II. 


The ſecond Proof, draws from hence, that 
the Ancients have equal d the Wri- 
tings of the "Apoſtles to the Oracles of 
the Old Teſtament; 


_ the Fews, or __ p_ P 
acknowledged their Authority, thiszwas t 
reaſon they had 


Original. - Sometimes 'tis the V Vord of God, 
ſometimes us the Holy Scripture, ſometimes 


C4 
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26 The Holy Scriptiires Inſpired. 
But I do not ſpeak this to divert me from al- Kr 
Clemens Romanus who, as 'tis well known 8, 
was contemporary with the Apoſtles, ſpeak- Bi 
ing of the Prophets, ſays, That the Miniſter, 

of the Gract of God, nbigaed by the Haly Spi- 
rit; ſpoke of Repentance. A afrer that- 
reciting a Maxim drawn from the Old 'Te- 
ſament, he aſſures 


TT 7-4-8 3-* *: 2. 3-3-3205 ETSRSSE 


Geeta A 
opbil, ad Autol. oe 
P. 87. | 


Prophetaram. 


Jae, ipſe in 


ſeveral pa gs; of which'co be convincd, 
26/0 thers 
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CHAP... IV, 


The third Proof draws from the Diſtin%.þ; 
on which the Ancients made between the 
Canonical and Apocryphal Books. 
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7 well that ſeveral Marks of human Frail- 
are tobe diſcover in chem ; bue the chief 
| of their 1s, becauſe 


* P- 


to be found, flow not =. tu 
Spring, Moreover we have to Exa- 

min and ſuſpe& them, becauſe they are not 
recommended to us > Uo Perſons actuated by 

the infallible Spirit of God. 

This Reaſon is expreſs'd by the Ancients 
in other terms : for they ſay, ns = Apo- 
cryphal Books added to the Old Teſtament, 
want Canonical Ine they were 
written by perſons who were no Prophets, 
_ = ghar _— the I of the 

Wherem they followed Fo 
who'has deriv'd from thence the grand Cha- 
rater of the difference which we —q ro 
make berween the Canonical Books and the 

Ro The words of the Author are ſo 

able 25 not to be omitted, There can A _ _=_ 
more certain, than the Writings au- i} 

"Bf thirit'd among ws ; becauſe they — 
fee? to any Contradittion ; in regard that ” 6 
prabernc #fprov'd but what the Prophets wrote 
i ſore Ages ago ; according to the purity of 
NN 7ranb; by the Inſpiration and Agitation of the 
God. 


bave alſo written all that. paſs'd 6 fp 
7 time of Artaxerxes to our Time. But by 
there bat not been, as formerly, a ſuc- 
Series of the Prophets, there us not the 
© One giom to the Books which I have 


mention d. 
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The Fouath Proof drawn from the honour 
which the Ancients paid to the Sacred 
Books of the New Teſtament. 


may draw a very ſtrong Argument 

to prove that the Primuive 

believ'd that the Sacred Books of the New 

Teſtament were inſpired, from the Honour 

and Reverence which they paid them, I ſhall 

begin with that Holy awe which kept the 

Ancients from attempeing any alterations in Goes 

the Sacred Writings. It was a piece of raſh-77.* 

an eros od acer them either pc, 
adding or diminiſhing. were laden non modi. 

with Anathemes who were ſo bold as to lay ca. Iren. 

their - mending Hands upon thoſe Sacred <4»: He 

VVritings Or 

———_ fo 
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_—_ Cy - Author of the 
mitive Ages ſays, that it was not likely 
that-che Heretics were ignorant how crimi- 
nal an Enterprize of that nature was 3 Fer, 


Snewe fays he, either they believe not that the Sacred 


afmnt® to be wiſer than the Holy Ghoſt, and 
we ipſo: are they other then Domoniacs. 


TT IE, ES 23 i 


are credibile eft, aut enim ſacras » fem 4 ſpiritu ſan- 
Br ata te frame gs une, _ 
ancro s Ejje EXLTIMant 3 4c Pro 
dA fon n+ ><; Eulcb. bel 5. cle. i 


They had an inviolable Veneration for the 
Sacred Scripture. Tatienus, for having only 


—_ — — P"—y A "_— 


judge 
Thenichey fave that any body durſt 
to violace the Text it (elf, cicher by 
or diminution. 
'Tis clear, that the' Chriſtians would ne- 
ver have been ſo ſenſible 
had nor 
rhe wor Ns Ho Spine Some 


"ner hare boon 


' . The:Holy nin Iuſpired. 


om 
Servants, Were. it true, "= 
Philemen. is a Pcice,, wherein a, H $xBon 
had no Share. *Tis true, there may be ſome- 
thin fat in diſlike of facha0 42, jnce 
Aa Sihcericy requires, that other Mens 
be let _ in their natural 

way eyertheleſs the Miſcarriage *de- 
der: not np: be be treated with the Penalties of 


is nd reaſon to make ſucha 


nile « ©, as the Primitive 
the; ogatons aha were made in 
te Wing of the New Teftam 


learly ſhe he © o 
which Nadhing mere had of ER panor 
the. Sacred. Books, than the Honor yhich 


reign Decrees in Matters of Religian,, For 
Nite Reaſan] eobry that i © wag _ 
were upon a ne, 
rod a Jes Oo 
come viſibly to 8 in thoſe 
ſemblies. . There was the ſame Honor paid 
to.his Word, as they would have done to 
his Perſon. Which clearly ſhews with what 
an Eye of Veneration they look'd upon 
jd ON Writings of the New Teſta 


7 Honor alfo no leſs viſibly pai in 
the uſes which. the Ancients made of Scr1 

to confirm the Faith of the Chiiltians 

Fbe Dodtocy of the Pricing Church ow 
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When w a enter, that chis is 
ion and Compliance in ng ts 
ought , 


a 
ſelf, v 

Ho d eo the ne 
oe-hs infe the > Lye at leaſt becauſe 


to be the Books of God, 

who 4s the only Lord of the Conſcience. 

And the Truth of this Refle&ion will be 2- 

greed to , whtenaner it ſhall be call'd © 
ſpeak of a time when the 

; = pet y þ--aaqhvromes os 

- | were very nice in 

onthe Em Where 


aria 5 not beleve fo tm 
4b wh 4n 0 gb gomeney 6 


ſtrongly fu aniſm?. Je was dg 
Los = i. Wherefore id chey for 
2 yn that Sy & w 

Divine | My "Tad '3ppointed to bs -the 
Guardi ancient 'Oracles? it was 
Cr hot ſpoken. The Scripture of the 
New Teſtament was more powerful than 
the Nanpeoory, and criumph'd over the Re- 
ptagou wh great Doors had en- 


joy yu TR in 7} C'S Schools of the World. 
Reaſon is, becaufe that in compariſon 


of 


The Holy Scriptures Inſpired. 
of God, Man nothing : when God ſpeaks, 
no Body oo to. be heard. Therefore the 
Chr _ opr—_—_ = the Almigh- 
ty ſpoke int he Pr niges ew Teſta- 

ment, they yi pot he. Submiffion 
tothe Deciſions mich or ound therein. 


ERS Hereticks; 


dt from the Words of an 
were perſuaded, thac 


Apo Words of the _ pr, 
The Mata hk Ep ly made 
that oy 


was-tO ag es; or to corrupt 
the pine the Sea But 
nit could be prov'd, that ſuch a Writing 
wy pſtolical (Ay 1 t fuch a Senſe was 
the. eaning of che 


. , the moſt ob- 
ich would ſo it, at leaſt they 


Controyerlie, to lee 
been che Opinions of the Farhers 
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